
 

AUGUST,  2012 

 

Page 1     TTOPOP  CCATSATS  OFOF  IILLINOISLLINOIS  

As some of 
you know, 
we have a 

gathering of local motorcycle organiza-
tion leaders twice a year.  That group, 
the Posse, is a forum for many issues 
one of which is bragging about what a 
great club each president has.  Over 
the last month, my bragging account 
has skyrocketed thanx to so many of 
my fellow Top Cats simply doing the 
right thing.  Not only has my reason for 
bragging about our Club skyrocketed 
but, yours as well.  Read on....   

K I was honored to ride with 11 fel-
low Top Cats on a hot, humid, and 
long ride to Indianapolis for the annual 
President's Ride to tour the Speedway 
and see the Steel Ponies exhibit at the 
Eitlejorg Museum. The evening dinner 
was open with numerous competing 
choices but, in typical, old school, Top 
Cats' fashion, we enjoyed camaraderie 
together over dinner.  It just seemed 
like the right thing to do... 

K Stew-
art John-
son no-
ticed the 
opportunity 
to provide us 
with another one 
of his well ï planned, well ï executed 

and unique rides on his Fly and Ride 
ride.  Great effort, great ride and one 
that resulted in one guest applying for 
membership.  When I asked him why 
the effort and motivation to go to all 
this effort for his fellow Top Cats, he 
replied, "I just wanted to step up to the 
plate.  It's just the right thing to do". 

K Our 
Charity 
Commit-
tee faced, 
and over-
came, a 
variety of 
obstacles 
and chal-
lenges to 
hold one 
of our best 
planned, coordinated, and executed 
charity rides in recent history.  Their 
motivation?  It was the right thing to 
do. 

K One of our guests attending Stew-
art's ride commented that he really felt 
that he could be himself and not have 
to act like something he wasn't with our 
group.  A tribute to those who rode 
with Stewart that day.  When he asked 
for a membership application I asked 
what made him decide to join?  His 
reply..."I think it's the right thing to do." 
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So it looks like Rain  
By:  Gary òStormó Brandt 

KKAUTIONAUTION  KKORNERORNER  

Over the years legend has it that a Top Cats ride with me 

as the Road Captain, was an invitation to ride in the rain.   

Itôs a tough reputation to overcome since there have been 

some infamous rides that storms played a major role.  

There was the Tornado One, also known as the Hoosier 

Run.  How about the Tornado Two?  Also known as the 

Little Sturgis Run.   The Door County ride several years 

ago included heavy fog and a nice downpour on the way 

home.   Of course a little rain has fallen on many other 

rides as well.  
 

Every Top Cat has an interesting choice to make.  You can 

sit at home and only ride when you know the sun will al-

ways shine or you can learn to deal with the extra de-

mands of riding in wet weather and enjoy many more 

miles on the road.  In this area, rain and storms are normal 

and most of the time you will not end up with all day 

rains.  On longer rides, we can seldom predict what will 

happen over the course of many days.  You just have to be 

prepared to deal with it.  
 

It is amazing sometimes to see how many riders do not 

always carry rain gear.  Of all the safety precautions we 

can take, having the proper gear is right at the top.  Aside 

from cycles of drought, in Northern Illinois itôs a safe bet 

there is always a slight chance of a pop up storm in the 

afternoons. Rain gear including goggles of some type will 

enable you to keep riding.   Here are some other wet rid-

ing tips that were assembled from several internet sources.  
 

Painted Lines - Crosswalks can be unsafe for motorcy-

clists, particularly if you're turning right or left and cross-

ing the lines at an angle.   Slow down more than usual and 

make the turn straight up, rather than in a lean.  A few 

years ago up in Wisconsin Rapids we encountered a 

ñroundaboutò.  The painted lines were 2 feet deep and the 

traction was minimal.  A few of us started to slide, but 

thankfully no one fell. (Oops I forgot about the rainy Wis-

consin 

Dells 

Ride).  
 

The same can be said about the diamonds in other statesô 

HOV lanes.  These can be dangerous when you lean into 

one, especially on the freeway.  The diamond is shaped so 

you just slide across it and continue to slide along it.   

Any painted line is a hazard.  Until the DOT addresses the 

issue and comes up with a tackier texture you're the one in 

control of your destiny.  
 

Surface Textures - Many commercial and residential 

parking areas are paved with very slick concrete surfac-

es.  Your wet entry into the local mall or condo complex 

can put you on the ground in a second.  Again, ride slow 

and straight up and don't let the concrete bite you. This 

one we donôt encounter too often but itôs a good idea to 

keep it in mind.  
 

How about that rubber they use around railroad 

tracks to decrease the sound as cars drive over 

them?  Forget those little circles on the surface, these pro-

vide zero traction to you as you cross.  Ride slow and 

straight up. When you add in the extra bump we can ex-

pect from our lousy roads here in the Chicago area, extra 

caution is always needed. 

Steel Manhole co-

vers and railroad 

tracks themselves are 

also a hazard.  Making a 

turn over the surface of 

them sets you up for trou-

ble.   Avoid such, or keep 

the bike straight up and cross over it slowly.  (Cont. Pg 3) 
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Railroad tracks have a way of popping up on you just after a turn and you may still be into a lean when you reach 

them.  Look for the crossing signs ahead of time, slow down and stay straight up when crossing.  

Grated bridge crossings and metal plates are a nasty encounter in the rain.  Look at where you want to ride, take it 

slow and don't try any fancy dancing, particularly a lane change. I think it was another Road Captainôs ride one year 

where we crossed a grated bridge several times as we rode in circles. It wasnôt raining, but it couldôve been. 
 

Water - Puddles/Pot Holes - You cruise through a puddle and after it's too late you realize you just went into a pot 

hole. There was an ex Top Cat who lost control and sustained serious injuries along with totaling his bike.  Avoid pud-

dles if you can.  Use caution and predict the possibility ahead of time.   
 

Oil - It's everywhere and very illusive.  Those little red and blue rainbows on the ground mean danger.  Ride slow and 

straight up. If you're caught in the first rain following a few dry days remember the roads are covered with lots of oil 

and dirt that will be lifted from the surface in the first 30-60 minutes of a new rain.  Take a short break if you can. 

Look for discoloration on the pavement as it may be a sign of a spill.  Recently a several mile path of driveway sealer 

was on a road up north. There was a truck with its valve open just driving along oblivious to the death stream he was 

dropping on the road.  
 

Lightning: There are many falsehoods about lightning and its danger to motorcycles. Letôs clear up a few of them. 

While rubber is one of the best insulators, your tires do nothing to protect you. The high voltages and currents will 

go right through them. Remember that Air is also a great insulator and the lightning goes through it without 

any trouble. 

You are safer in a car, not because of the tires, but due to the metal cage that surrounds you.  

Lightning is not attracted to metal, although metal is a great conductor, its attracted to tall objects.  

Lightning is lightning. There is an old wives tale that distant flashes are something called ñheat lightningò. This is 

actually normal lightning at a great distance. You are too far away to hear the thunder or see the actual bolt. 

Itôs a sign however that a storm may be coming your way. 

So how close is too close? The National Weather service recommends that you use the 5 second rule. For every 5 se-

conds you count between seeing the lightning and hearing thunder the strike is one mile away. As always we must use 

our best judgment and do what we feel is right for us.  

 

Yŀǳǝƻƴ YƻǊƴŜǊΦΦΦ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 

Rain or Shine...  Ride, Ride, Ride... 
 

Take your DREAM RIDES to the Road!   
 

Gather your ideas together and contact Larry Scalzitti or your  
favorite Road Captain for the details on how to make your dream 

 a dream memory for your fellow Top Cats... 
 

 

Scalzitti@mindspring.com 
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Over the past 7 months, our Club has experienced an evolution of our policies, our proce-

dures, our focus, and our vision, all resulting in the refinement of our Bylaws. 

 

As our membership changed consistent, with societal changes, we realized that we had outgrown our 

Bylaws and a review, revision, and refinement was necessary.  Our Vice President led that effort by composing a 

committee comprised of old members, new members, regular members, and associate members.  Their task was to 

address / resolve / recommend changes to our old Bylaws.  That committee performed a stellar task with the resulting 

recommendations presented to the Board for review / discussion / modification and approval.  The Board approved 

those changes, and the new Bylaws, on 12 June 12 with immediate implementation.   

 

The new Bylaws are posted on our web site for members to review and refer to.  However, the highlights of the major 

changes reflected in our new bylaws are....     

     

 

Ü Membership Categories  - The old categories of Regular mem-

ber and Associate member have been changed to Full member and 

Probationary member.  Membership remains open to motorcycle 

enthusiasts who share business and leadership interests including 

business owners, executives, and certified professionals.  All cur-

rent members, as of 12 June 2012, are grandfathered as Full mem-

bers. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Process ï  Any qualified individual can apply for 

membership. Candidates will serve up to two years in Probation-

ary status, and be able to progress to Full member, within one 

year, by participating in Club activities as specified in the By-

laws. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Ü Dues Payment ï Dues will be payable before the election cycle, as speci-

fied in an annual dues invoice. No grace period.  The election cycle has 

been moved to assure that dues are paid prior to voting.               

 

 

 

 
(Continued on pg 5) 

By: Traveler 
 

Progress + Evolution = Change.... 
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Ü Officer / Director terms ï Terms have been extended to 

provide for better continuity and stability while providing 

reasonable opportunity for election / re election with minimal 

turnover turbulence.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 Election Cycle ï  Offsetting terms will provide alternate 

election cycles for; 1) President, Vice President and two 

Directors and, 2) Secretary, Treasurer, and two Directors.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ü Voting Requirements ï Only Full members in good standing 

may vote.  Good standing includes participation requirements 

met and dues paid for coming year. 

 

 

 

 
        

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

Ü Candidate Qualifications ï Candidates for President and 

Vice President must be Full members in good standing for 

three consecutive years, have successfully served as a com-

mittee chair or in a Board position for one year.  Secretary 

and Treasurer must have served one year as a Full member in good standing.  Directors must have served one 

year as a Full member in good standing and have served on a committee or in a Board position for one year.  

 
 

.              (Continued on pg 6) 


