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Greetings, 
Top Cats 

Brothers and 

Sisters! 
 

Shiver me tim-

bers or at least 

me toesé

winter has fi-

nally caught 

up with us as 

more traditional Midwestern colder 

weather has arrived.  With an odd 45 

degree day, thereôs always an excuse to 

ñblow out the carbonò and take a spin 

on the bike but Iôll keep my ñBlazeò 

under wraps for now because I am too 

lazy to clean it up again before the rid-

ing season can start. 
 

What a great segue to talk about the up-

coming riding season and our events in 

general.  Your Activities Committee, 

led by Gene Rigsby, is hard at work to 

find ways for us to spend interesting 

time together and ride in 2015.  The 

Committee has seen a growth of interest 

and commitment from the members.  

Members are stepping up and joining 

the committee and there has been strong 

support for traditional activities as well 

as development of ideas for new ones.  

Way to go Top Cats! 
 

Events are starting to grow for 2015 but 

more rides especially are needed.  I 

challenge all existing Road Captains 

and Senior Road Captains to lead at 

least one ride in 2015.  I also expect all 

Road Captains to find and mentor mem-

bers with interest in leading a ride and 

becoming a Road Captain.  If we 

achieve this objective, we will have 18 

rides to do in 2015!  Man Iôd just hate to 

do so much riding!   

Thinking of imminent events, the 

Awards Banquet is coming on February 

7th.  See you there for a fun night remi-

niscing about the good times roaring 

together as Top Cats in 2014. 
 

Most of our Road Captains met on Janu-

ary 18th for our annual meeting and 

G.R.A.S.S. class.  We performed a con-

structive review of the Group Riding 

and Safety Seminar and with good sug-

gestions to update the material and 

presentation formats.  It was exciting to 

see new faces there.  Welcome to two 

new Road Captain candidates, Don 

DeLardo and Bob Stevenson!   
 

The Charity Ride Committee, led by 

Noelle Rigsby, is on the ball working 

hard to create a memorable event to 

benefit and support our charity, the 

Northern Illinois Special Recreation 

Association.  All Top Cat members 

should support our ride by at least at-

tending on June 17th at Woodstock Har-

ley Davidson.  There is no excuse to 

miss this with such notice, so come and 

sup-

port 

your 

Top 

Cats 

of Illinois and... N.I.S.R.A.   
 

Jeff Tietz, Director ï Website, with help 

from Rich Flynn our webmaster, is 

working hard to see the club website 

transition to a better one with a new ser-

vice provider and improved formats and 

presentation.  This is not a simple or 

easy task but with their efforts, I believe 

we all will be impressed by the new site.  

I cannot wait to see the finished product 

and am looking forward to its new look 

and improved functionality. 
   ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ  рύ 
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Summer has come to a close, 

but good friends will continue 

to find ways to enjoy the daysé   

What Ideas do you have to get 

everyone together? Talk to 

Gene 

Rigsby 

and get 

your ide-

as on the 

Calendar! 
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KAUTION KORNER 

 

It is February.  After the Super Bowl is over, you 

might have a little time on your hands.  Think about 

the days that are coming when the Hockey and Bas-

ketball all-star games are over.  Your thoughts begin 

to wander and you now find yourself looking forward 

to that first warm day so you can riding that beautiful 

motorcycle of yours. 

Will you be ready?  Will you have everything set to 

go?  Now might be the perfect time to inspect your 

riding gear to make sure you are completely 

ready.  Here are some tips to begin that process and 

get you started.  Be wary, though, because once you 

starté One thing can lead to another!  Have a budget 

in mind and prioritize your list.   

Inspect your helmet (from last monthôs KK) to see 

the manufactures' production date. If it ex-

ceeds five years old, then you might consider 

replacing it.   

 

Check your leathers.  Give them a good coat of 

leather dress-

ing.  Check your 

gloves for cracks, 

stitching to see if 

it is coming 

apart.  If yes, fix 

or replace.  

 

 

 

 

Check your foot-

wear.  Are the soles thin?  

Are they cracking? If yes, 

again, fix or replace.  

 

 

  

Do you have any heated 

gear?  Check the 

connections.   

Have you added heated 

gear?   Make sure 

your electrical sys-

tem will have 

enough capacity to 

handle it.  

 

So, after you have your list of 

óneedsô, start shopping now 

while there is some time.  

Also, there are lots of good 

deals this time of year so if any of the above items 

need replacing itôs a good time to negotiate and make 

purchases.  If you do this now, you may be able to 

check more off of your list than if you wait for bike 

season when prices are not as flexibleé   

 

Act nowé So when that first warm day arrives, you 

will be ready! 

 

 

Remember the Safety Motto,  

"It does not hurt to ride safe.ò 

 

Your Safety Committee Officer, 

Ric (no K ok) "Clutch" Case 

 

 

Free  Time Now...and 

   Fun time Lateré 

By: Ric (No K, ok?) óClutchô Case 
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It is February and a great time to think about registering for an advanced/

skilled/experienced rider class.  As you begin to think about what class you 

want to enroll in, there are a few things to consider.   

First letôs review the required clothing, certifications, and materials that are 

a part of all classes.  

Í A Helmet ï minimum İ helmet. 

Í Eye protection (either glasses or a windscreen that is higher than your eyes in a normal seated position),  

Í Full fingered gloves,  

Í Long sleeves or a jacket,  

Í Long sturdy pants,  

Í Sturdy over the ankle footwear.  

Í You must posses a valid drivers license with an "M" Motorcycle class endorsement,  

Í Current motorcycle registration,  

Í Valid and verifiable insurance coverage 

  And Finallyé. 

Í Your motorcycle must pass a safety inspection that includes but is not limited to: adequate tire tread with 

proper tire inflation, all lights functioning, working horn, and adequate brakes pads. 

 

Here are some of the local choices that you can investigate as you work on improving your skills: 

  

ß T. O. P. S. Offered by David Struwing  630 677-2433 david@topsmotorcycle.com. 

ß Harley-Davidson Riding Academy's Skilled Rider Class usually offered on the Saturday before Easter and 

the Saturday before Mothers' Day, check with your favorite H-D dealership. 

ß State local regional Motorcycle Safety Programs (NIU and Cook County regions) again usually offered on 

the Saturday before Easter and the Saturday before mothers' day. 

 

Check their web pages for locations and availability and also to register. 

 

These classes offer you an excellent opportunity to re-establish, brush-up, and practice your riding skills and 

possibly break any bad habits you may have..  Itôs a great way to make sure that you and your fellow Top Cats 

will have a safe riding season.   
 

VPüs  Vision 
By: Ric ûClutchü Case 

tel:630%20677-2433
mailto:david@topsmotorcycle.com
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In the backyard of a home 

in Barrington, in the sum-

mer of 1994, a small 

group of enthusiastic rid-

ers gathered at the request 

of Carl "Virgo" Bender 

and gave genesis to an 

organization established 

as Top Cats ï Illinois. 

Subsequently incorporated in 1995 as a 501 (c) (7)  

Top Cats became an official club of motorcycle en-

thusiasts. 

Over the last 20 years, the 

Club has traveled through 

evolutions of growth, de-

parting from its original 

composition of business 

owners who were motorcy-

cle enthusiasts, through 

business owners and execu-

tives, to motorcycle enthusi-

asts who are also business enthusiasts and back to a 

group of business owners and executives who enjoy 

the adventure of motorcycling... but never as a motor-

cycle club.  Our distinction lies in the values we em-

brace; safety, networking, camaraderie, conservatism, 

and tradition. 
 

Unlike other MC organizations, our "Signature" is 

safety first and innovative and adventurous events as 

well as active support of community charities.  We 

embrace "Old School" biker traditions that are con-

sistent with our philosophy and reputation such as:  

¶ Officer and Director distinct recognition 

¶ Senior officer position in two ï spot for group  

        riding 

¶ Black bandanna on our handlebars in memory of 

       our fallen 

¶ Club requirements for members to remain in        

       "Good Standing" 

¶ Leaving no member behindðever 
 

Our legacy is a proud one, unequalled by any other 

local MC organization. Every one of our nearly 1,000 

past and current members have contributed in some 

way to the many accomplishments of our Club such 

as: 
 

¶ IRS ï approved, Illinois State ï approved,  
         Incorporated organization 

¶ The first area group riding and safety seminar  
          emulated by many  other clubs 

¶ The first incremental road captain training program 

¶ The only local club with a 20 year history of a  
          guaranteed Sturgis Bike Week Ride 

¶ A history of over 400 Club events 

¶ A proud record of charity support 

¶ A safe ï riding program adopted by clubs nationwide 

¶ A distinguished, no nonsense, safety record 

¶ Member recognition at our annual awards banquet 

¶ An incredible monthly newsletter 

¶ The growth of Top  Cats over the years 
 

As we celebrate our 20th year, we are excited to mark 

two decades of accomplishments 

by: 
 

¶ Replacing our black and white 

Club patch, logo, pins, rockers, 

and tabs with all black and gold 

¶ Issuing a 20th Anniversary 

Top Cats patch and 

pin to all members 

¶ Commemorating our 20th year dur-

ing our annual charity ride. 
 

Celebrate with us as Top Cats and be 

proud of your Club's accomplishments.  

We got where we are only because of the dedication 

and contributions of each of our valued members.  

Top Cats'  
Two Decades of Enthusiasm 

By Traveler  
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The Great River Road Ride is a multi-day ride held on July 3 ï 5th.  This ride will travel on one of 

Americaôs great scenic byways to Trempealeau Wisconsin.  We will lodge at Trempealeau and explore the 

area known as the Coulee Region on Independence Day.  The Great River Road and the Coulee Region have 

amazing motorcycle friendly roads with beautiful views and interesting topography including ridges, bluffs 

and valleys and the Mississippi River.  Our route home takes the ñAmish Highwayò through Wisconsin all 

with roads motorcyclists would typically enjoy riding.   

So come all you ñflatlandersò, book your rooms now from these choices, and R.S.V.P. and come ride some of 

the best roads in a 4 state area.  All bookings and R.S.V.P.ôs must be completed by May 31st.  
 

The Bluff Inn, (608) 534-6615  

Inn on The River, (608) 534-7784  

Ask for Mikeôs Top Cats Bookings 

See you there! 

R.S.V.P.ôs to Mike Bradbury at  

bradbundy@comcast.net or (847) 702-6613. 

 

Bike Time!  This is a multi-day ride held on July 17-19th.  Any time 

called ñBike Timeò will be a good time!  This ride will be going to a lo-

cal rally held in Muskegan, MI called ñBike Timeò.  Last year this rally 

had 75,000 motorcycles but this year more is expected!  The rally has 

been moved to a local race track with 900,000 square feet of pavement in 

expectations of a greater turnout.  All the usual rally activities will be 

there including, vendors, motorcycle stunt teams and riders, food, motor-

cycle accessories, show bikes, a bike building contest all with biking in 

and around Muskegon which is within shouting distance of Lake Michi-

gan.  All bookings and R.S.V.P.ôs must be completed by May 31st. 

So book your rooms now under ñTop Catsò at Best Western,  

Grand Rapids, (844) 544-4167.   

Letôs ñROARò and ride!   

R.S.V.P.ôs to Mike Bradbury at  

bradbundy@comcast.net or (847) 702-6613. 

This is an exciting time in our club.  I see members coming forth, 

getting more involved and expressing your opinions.  Speaking 

for myself and your 2015 Directors and Officers, we 

are excited to see the club enjoy ourselves, have fun 

together and do well.  Our club, Top Cats of Illinois 

is what we make of it and so far, we are making it 

look like 2015 will be a fun and enjoyable year. 

 

Stay Warm, 

Michael ñMotorcycleò Bradbury 

Save The Dates and Book Your Rooms NOW! 

Presidentôs  Perspective Continuedé. 

mailto:bradbundy@comcast.net
mailto:bradbundy@comcast.net

