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entire article
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reaction after
doing our Top Cats annual ride to
Sturgis rally considered the ultimate
motorcycle mecca of the year. This
year was extra special as it was the
75™ Sturgis Rally and while it takes
some time and tallying before the
official attendance result is conclud-
ed, the initial results for this year’s
rally is over 1 million people in at-
tendance.

More amazing and extra special was
how fun and enjoyable were the Top
Cats Sturgis rides to the rally, at the
rally and on the way home from the
rally. Bard Boand did a terrific job
getting us there, with his typical goal
of military precision with occasional
whistle blasts to remind us we had to
get going! In addition, the riders
were really enjoyable to be with and
we had a ton of fun together. Chris
Heller, Bard Boand, Wayne Kirkpar-
tick all contributed for day ride lead-

ership as RC’s and more. Finally
Wayne led a Kick-a** ride home
that tested everyone’s mettle and
offered many interesting stops with
beautiful scenic views. We rode to-
gether, ate together, laughed togeth-
er, slept.....apart (mostly) and over-
all I was very recharged again with
enthusiasm for the club I like to call
home; Top Cats of Illinois! WOW!!

The planning for our 2016 Top Cat’s
year is already underway. This
year’s Ride for Dream’s committee
has met and is beginning the ideas
for next year’s event. The date for
the Ride for Dreams will be June
12" All Top Cat members should
reserve the date now and come to the
ride! Our charity beneficiary sup-
ports 13 of our local communities
and is something we all should sup-
port. Come support your charity, the
Northern Illinois Special Recreation
Association and make the 2016 Ride
for Dreams the best Top Cat’s event
ever!!! Our year, 2015 really seems
to be flying by.

An annual event
is fast approach-
ing that is ex-
tremely im-
portant to the

club’s overall health, sustainability

and future operations. Elections!
(Continued on page 13)
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TOP CAT HEADLINES FROM 1995... SEE THE ENTIRE
COPY OF THE FIRST NEWSLETTERS AT THE NEXT
GENERAL MEETING!
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TOP CATS OF ILLINOIS

THE
M()N'I‘HL‘/
“EWSLETT’

TOP CATS - lllinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. Membership must consist of
responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs & other
“TOP CATS” of large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and /or countries..

BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS!

A= AEERNNAE &

' Yhe Barn of Barrington was a
great success, the room was nice and so
was the service and the food. It looks like
we have found a new home. So, from now
on all of our monthly meetings will be at
the Barn of Barrington restaurant (that’s
the first Tuesday of every month).

There is one change though, instead of
6:30 PM the Board has changed the
meeting start time to 7:00 PM. Actually,
people will start showing up at 7:00 PM to
mingle and place their food orders.The
meeting won’t officially start until 7:30
PM.

We had a quorum at this meeting as
defined by our by-laws of “...20% of the
total membership”. This enabled us to
make some changes and put some new
ideas into place, we also elected the
officers and directors that will be running
TOP CATS until the next election. Our
new Top Cat President is, Rob “Mow-
Man” Mann and our Vice President is,
James “Hook” Tossing. The elected
Secretary/Treasure  is now, Don
“Marlboro” Dorgan. Our three new
directors are: Michael “Trikey Mikey”
Garceau, Jordan “Jordy” Glazov, and

Herb Kaiser. Congratulations to our new
officers and directors, I’'m sure they will
do great things for Top Cats.
Other modifications to our by-laws
were d_erpLg the President-elect
ition, re ber of
directors from 6 to 3 and opening up the

fembership requirements fo_mclude
a period of 1 vear.

Once the new Board was in place,
their very first task was to appoint
committee Top Cats to assume

responsibility for various ongoing
projects as well as new ones, as follows:

Activities: James “Hook” Tossing

Mbr. Benefits: Don “Marlboro” Dorgan
Public Relations: Herb Kaiser
Membership: Jordan “Jordy” Glazov
Products: Richard “Slick” Green

Probably the most time consuming part
of the meeting was spent on introducing
the new membership classification
“GOLD CHARTER MEMBER”. This
was really a hot topic. As most of you
know, the members that joined Top Cats
in the beginning were offered a “Charter
Lifetime Membership”.

Consequently, TOP CATS has many
many more non-dues paying members
than regular dues paying members.

The Board felt that without a financial
benefactor TOP CATS - ILLINOIS
couldn’t possibly continue on its current
economic path. The dues paying
membership potential growth rate was
grossly over estimated in the beginning,
resulting in potential financial disaster.

So, a decision was made to ask h
of the CHARTER members to voluntegr

to convert their membership from a

CHARTER status to a GOLD CHARTER
STATUS, which basically means they
A Ry

will become a dues paying member. And
in return they will receive a chevron
indicating that they are a GOLD
CHARTER MEMBER and a new
membership card.

I was pleasantly surprised how every
single CHARTER member at the meeting
stepped right up and had no problem
converting to a “GOLD CHARTER
MEMBERSHIP”. I sent a letter to all of
the rest of the CHARTER members
asking for their help.

The next meeting at the Barn will be
on October 3, 1995 - Hope you’re there.

Virgo

SEPTEMBER, 2015
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KAUTION KORNER

Wi inter Hibernation
By: Dennis “Wombat” Dougherty, Road Captain

As the 2015 riding season comes to a close it’s time
to find a comfy spot for your iron steed as it hunkers
down for a long winter’s nap. But before you extend
your farewell with a heartfelt, “See you next Spring”,
there are a few things you should do to help it weather
the winter and be ready to go when you first push the
start button or give it it’s first kick start when the road
first beckons you to hop on board next year.

Give Your Bike a Thorough Cleaning

Remove road grime and insects. Clean and polish all
the shiny stuff. And while you’re at it, finish it up
with a good coat of quality wax. If you have a chain,
clean and lube it.

Add Fuel Stabilizer to Your Gas Tank
Fill the tank to the top and run the bike to make sure

you have one, and let the bike run dry.

Drain the Carburetor, (if you have one)
Shut off the gas and follow MOM on how to do it.
Don’t let gas pool in the carburetor over the winter.

Change the Oil and Filter

Once the engine is warm, drain the crankcase and
change the filter. Don’t leave old or high mileage oil
in the bike over the winter. The suspended particulates

your crankcase. Changing your oil and filter is proba-
bly the best ‘mechanical’ insurance you can buy for
your bike.

Lubricate the Slidey Parts and Seals and Lube any
Cables and Pivot Points

Bounce the bike up and down to work the front sus-
pension. Lubricate the exposed tubes and rubber
seals. Do the same for other ‘friction’ points and all
cables on your steed.

Add a Teaspoon of Oil to
each Cylinder

Remove the wires and plugs carefully. Add the oil
and spin the motor a few revs to spread the oil around
in the cylinder. It helps to keep moisture from cling-
ing to your cylinder walls and can help keep all the
parts moving freely. Clean and gap the plugs and put

them back in. Reinstall the plug wires.

Tend to the Battery

Remove the battery and bring it inside, (if in cold stor-
age) and put it on a Battery Tender designed for your
type of battery. If you leave it in the bike, put a thin
film of lubricant (e.g. Vaseline) on the terminals to
help thwart corrosion.

Check the Coolant Levels

the gas and stabilizer mix. Shut off the fuel valve, if If your bike has a liquid cooling system, check the

level of anti-freeze and top it off as necessary. Drain
and refresh the anti-freeze as MOM recommends.

Replace any Dirty Filters

Check the air cleaner and any fuel filters. Take a look
at the brakes while you’re at it. Give the bike a good
once over. Fix anything you can before you park it for
the winter. Make note of those items you’ll need to
repair before you take your first ride next year.

condensate out and end up as sludge at the bottom of Clean and Treat All Leather with a High Quality

Dressing

Animal hide, like your skin, likes a good moisturizer
to keep it supple and moisture tolerant. Use one that is
specifically designed for your type of covers.

Store Bike on Its Center Stand

Remove the weight from the wheels if possible. Keep
the bike away from ozone-emitting devices like mo-
tors, freezers, furnaces, electric heaters, etc. The gas-
ses can deteriorate rubber parts. If you’re storing the
bike on concrete, put a piece of carpet or plywood un-

derneath to insulate the bike from the damp ground.
(Continued on page 5)
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IKK Cont... I Cover the Bike with 4

Quality Cover that Breathes
It not only keeps the dust off, but it helps to managg
the moisture that is naturally attracted to cold meta
surfaces.

Pat your Favorite Summertime Friend on thd
Headlight and Bid it Adieu Until Spring
As much as you may want to wake it from its wintei
hibernation just to hear its reassuring purr and throaty
roar, avoid doing so until you’re ready to ride in the
Spring. Short engine runs can lead to condensation
from engine and combustion byproducts in the oil.

Have a Happy Winter and Always Ride Safe!
Wombat

Attention Top Cats

It is that time of year again to anticipate an invoice
for your 2015 Membership Dues. Very soon you
will receive your invoice by snail mail... so watch
your mailbox (the one by the street!!)

Dues must be paid by October 30th, but can be done
at any time previous to that date. There is no grace
period for payment. Basically, if you have not paid
by October 30th, you do not get to vote in the De-
cember elections, or run for any office that you may
be eligible for.

Dues checks should be mailed to Top Cats — Illinois,
P.O. Box 1201, Barrington, IL 60011-1201

If you joined in the past few months, you should not
have received an invoice. Your dues will be good
through the end of 2016. Check with a Board mem-
ber if in doubt.

If you have any questions, saddle up on a General
Meeting or Board of Directors Meeting night and
come see us or send the President an email at:

bradbundy(@comcast.net.
The Board of Directors

VP’s Vision
By: Ric ‘Clutch’ Case

Road Captains
Requirements
Responsibilities
and Awards.

If you are already a RC/SRC skip this paragraph. If
you have any interest or just want to try Road Cap-
taining here want you need to do.

e Take the Road Captain planning module that is the

optional in GRASS.
e Then plan and lead a ride with the assistance of a SRC.
e Successfully lead the ride you planned.
A mentor will write a detailed report upon the comple-
tion of the ride. The mentor will make a recommenda-
tion.

Once you are a Road Captain you will earn points for

each ride you plan and lead.

Based on the following criteria a number of point will

be assessed.

¢ Plan and Lead a ride to the start of another such as
a Charity ride. One (1) point.

¢ Plan and Lead an extended one day ride. Two(2)
points.

¢ Plan and Lead along distance day ride of 400-500
miles or an overnight ride to location approxi-
mately of similar length. Three (3) points.

¢ Plan and Lead a multiple day and overnights
ride. Four (4) points.

¢ Lead aride for a week such as Sturgis. Five (5)
points.

Next the awards are broken down by accumulated
points:

Award. Points
Bronze 5
Silver 10
Gold 20
Gold Shining Star 40
Commitment to

Excellence 80
Above and Beyond 160

Our. Next Road Captain/Senior Road Captains meet-
ing is set for Sunday Jan 31st from 8a to 1p for Road
Captains. Seniors expect to stay until about 2p.

SEPTEMBER, 2015
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New owner of Erik Buell Racing plans
to rekindle business in East Troy

Courtesy of Bruce Belfer
Bruce Belfer, the new owner of Erik Buell Racing motorcy-
cles.

The new owner of the Erik Buell Racing motorcycle
company, in East Troy, says he wants to rehire former
employees and rekindle the business that was shut
down in April and sold this week in a court-ordered
auction.

Bruce Belfer of West Allenhurst, N.J., bought the
manufacturing assets of Buell for $2.25 million, while
Hero MotoCorp. of India paid $2.8 million for

Buell's consulting business.

In an interview Friday, Belfer said he's partnering
with company founder Erik Buell to get the company
back on its feet as soon as possible.

Belfer said he's planning to keep a company presence
in East Troy where Buell employed 130 people manu-
facturing high-end sport bikes.

Erik Buell Racing was the sequel to Buell Motorcycle
Co., which Harley-Davidson Inc. owned for more
than a decade before dropping the brand in 2009 and
leaving Erik Buell to start over on his own.

Court records showed the company had $20.8 million
in assets and $20.4 million in liabilities when it shut
down in April and sought court protection from credi-
tors.

A motorcyclist for more than 30 years Belfer is an
engineer who admired Erik Buell's work.

For decades, Buell has been an underdog in an indus-
try dominated by large companies. He's also been
known for some radical designs.

"I run a number of businesses, and you don't run a
business by remote control. So, yes, I will be actively
involved in the business and in the engineering and
design of products," he said.

They will have different roles in the company, though.

"Erik is a tremendously gifted engineer...He's an ex-
ceptional leader, who has earned exceptional loyalty
from his team and legions of Buell and EBR riders.
But he was distracted by Hero's demands in its con-
sulting contract, resulting in a vacuum in the senior
management of running the manufacturing business,"
Belfer said.

"I think the combination of (Buell's) skills and mine
makes for a solid business model," he added.

"I define myself as a manufacturer...It's all I have ever
done, and it's the cornerstone of my identity. So, [ am
not going anywhere," he said about his commitment

DIKERS WHO MEAN Db USINESS
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Oil Spots, Continued...

THE WORLD'’S FIRST HELMET COM-
MUNICATION AND
ACTION CAMERA ... IN ONE DEVICE.

The 10C is the world’s first look at a fully integrated
Bluetooth helmet communication system and HD
camera rolled into one powerful device. It’s capable
of full HD video (1080p:30fps and 720p:30/60fps)
with 3.5 MP still shot image capture and shot, burst
and time-lapse photo modes It is the complete solu-
tion for in-helmet communication and action videog-
raphy under challenging conditions.

The 10C has a water-resistant, all-in-one helmet
clamp design that is made for the demands of riding
in any condition. Meanwhile, Sena 10C technology
lets you stay focused on the rolling horizon while
playing your favorite FM radio station from the built
-in tuner, or piping in your favorite playlist from
your MP3 player, hearing GPS directions, or listen-
ing to your buddies howling over the intercom. The
design makes for easy installation while simplifying
the operation of multiple video and photo modes..
Voice prompts make learning and using all of the
10C’s features a snap!

TOP CATS OF ILLINOIS

ONE-MILE RANGE. 4-WAY UNIVERSAL
INTERCOM CAPABILITY.

Stay in touch with up to four of your companions,

riding up to one mile 1.6 km (1 mile) away. Even if

they aren’t using Sena gear, Universal Intercom™

technology allows the 10C to work seamlessly with

other brands of Bluetooth headsets on the

Linking up your 10C with the Sena Headset app (for
Android or iPhone) allows you to configure device
settings, set groups of intercom friends, and access a
Quick Guide. The 10C also offers the ability to pair
with up to two mobile phones for convenient hands-
free calling.

AMA land speed at Bonneville
canceled for 2015

THE AMA Land Speed Grand Championship/
Bonneville Motorcycle Speed Trials 2015 has been
canceled due to poor conditions at the Bonneville Salt
Flats in Utah, BMST announced.

Conditions at the flats were improving but not enough
to hold the event, the organization stated. "We are un-
able to sustain the minimum standards for a premier
event," stated Delvene Manning, event manager/
owner of Delicate Promotions LLC. "Due to this, we
are cancelling the 2015 Bonneville Motorcycle Speed
Trials, AMA Land Speed Grand Championship."

According to the organization, conditions were look-
ing good until the last couple of days. "Water from
earlier rainstorms in most affected areas was being
absorbed/evaporated at the normal rate, weather was
warming and we had a good forecast," Manning said.
Preparation had started on the International "long
course."

(Continued on page 8)

SEPTEMBER, 2015
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Oil Spots, Continued...
"We evaluated moving the

course, such as last year, and could not find better
conditions to support two courses or a viable alternate
pit location," the organization explained. In addition,
after evaluation it was decided that the International
course would deteriorate rapidly once racing started.
BMST said it will be contacting participants in the
coming weeks with additional information and details
on the cancellation procedure.

Harley-Davidson launches 2016 lineup

Two new hard-hitting Dark Custom models, the most
powerful cruiser lineup in company history, and a
broad range of performance and styling enhance-
ments throughout the range highlight Harley-
Davidson’s powerful new model lineup for 2016.

+ New Iron 883 and Forty-Eight models assert Har-
ley-Davidson’s Dark Custom leadership with mo-
torcycles inspired by the rebellious spirit of the
past updated with modern design and new suspen-
sions that put a little extra smooth in the Harley-
Davidson soul.

+ New S series limited-edition cruisers feature big

power and cutting-edge style. The Fat Boy S and

Softail Slim S combine rich finishes with the im-

pressive Screamin’ Eagle Twin Cam 110 engine

to deliver head-turning style and performance.

Previously only available in Harley-Davidson

Touring bikes, the High Output Twin Cam 103

engines upgrade the power for all Softail and

Dyna models (except Street Bob), rounding out

the most powerful cruiser lineup in Harley-

Davidson history.

Project RUSHMORE’s touring revolution ex-
pands with the return of the Road Glide Ultra

Dark Custom Soul

The new Iron 883 is intentionally raw and rough
around the edges, with a modern design inspired by
garage-built bobbers past and present. All-new front
and adjustable rear suspension, lighter-weight mag
wheels and improved seating increase comfort and
control to smooth the road ahead. The new Forty-
Eight achieves its menacing stance with a burly front
tire, new mag wheels and a massive front end with
new 49mm forks, and also benefits from improved
adjustable rear suspension and seating. Retro styling
cues and a perfect ratio of black, color and chrome
give this bike a bold visual presence. Riders navi-
gating rough and tumble urban streets on the lean and
nimble Harley-Davidson Street 750 and 500 models
will appreciate the improved confidence from new
front and rear braking systems.

2016 Street 750
Rear tires will beg for mercy with the most powerful
cruiser model lineup in Harley-Davidson history.
Powered by the Screamin’ Eagle Twin Cam 110 en-
gine, the new Fat Boy S and Softail Slim S cruisers
deliver power and performance once reserved for
Custom Vehicle Operations (CVO) models. Both lim-
ited-edition models feature dark styling for menacing
looks that match their muscle. The Softail Slim S is
available in a new Olive Gold Denim color with mili-
tary-inspired styling, paying homage to the post-war
customs that launched the bobber movement. Har-
ley-Davidson gives more riders a dose of Project
RUSHMORE performance by making the High Out-
put Twin Cam 103 engine standard in every other
2016 Softail model. The High Output Twin Cam 103
is also the new standard engine for all 2016 Dyna

models except the Street Bob model.  (Continiued on pg 9)

BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS
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New Sportster Suspension

All 2016 Sportster models have all-new front and rear
suspension and improved seats working together to
enhance rider comfort and control. Nitrogen gas-
charged shocks resist oil aeration and feature an inter-
nal valve stack with 36mm pistons and high-
performance oil to provide superior compression and
rebound damping control that reacts quickly to small
bumps and keeps the tires in contact on uneven road
surfaces. Progressive-rate spring pre-load is adjusta-
ble by a threaded collar using a spanner that stows
under the seat. Tuned to complement the shocks, the
stout forks feature a calibrated piston and valve stack
and progressive rate springs for consistent feel
throughout the compression and extension range of
the suspension.

Road Glide Ultra

A two-year absence from the Harley-Davidson Tour-
ing line was time well spent infusing the Road Glide
Ultra with enhanced style, outstanding aerodynamics
and optimized touring ergonomics for rider and pas-
senger. Propelled by the Twin-Cooled High Output
Twin Cam 103 powertrain, the new Road Glide Ultra
will exceed the expectations of the most demanding
touring motorcyclist.

Courtesy
Heritage Softai
Combining nostalgic style with smooth, modern Sof-
tail performance, the Heritage Softail Classic receives
refreshed styling for 2016 plus the High Output Twin
Cam 103 powertrain, standard electronic cruise con-
trol, and a new and improved saddlebag support
structure.

Royal Enfield relaunching 144-year-old
brand in North America

Royal Enfield, the fastest growing motorcycle compa-
ny in the world, today announced its first wholly
owned subsidiary outside India, in North America.
This strategic announcement is in line with Royal En-
field's international focus on leading and expanding
the global mid-sized motorcycle segment (250-
750cc), with North America representing a priority
market for the company.

Its current product line-up in North America includes
the iconic Bullet 500cc, Classic 500cc and the Conti-
nental GT 535cc cafe racer ranging from $4,995 to
$5,995. Royal Enfield has been exporting motorcy-
cles to North America for 15 years.

Mr. Siddhartha Lal, CEO, Royal Enfield said, "Our
motorcycles are inspired by the classic bikes through-
out motorcycling history, in form and in simplicity;
and they capture the feeling of freedom, fun and re-
sponsiveness that riders were trying to achieve then,

SEPTEMBER, 2015
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and brings it into the modern

context. Royal Enfields are
possibly the most engaging mid-size motorcycles out
there. We use traditional craftsmanship and modern tech-
nology as a means to achieve the perfect balance between
the rider, the machine and the terrain."

The company's regional office in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
and the leadership team will be led by Rod Copes, Presi-
dent, Royal Enfield North America, responsible for man-
aging its operation in the market including marketing,
communications, sales, warranty, service, dealership de-
velopment and finance. All manufacturing will continue to
remain in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India where Royal En-
field has been manufacturing since 1955. Global headquar-
ters will continue to reside in Gurgaon, Haryana, India.

"In a post performance era where American riders are
looking for machines that are easy to own and maintain,
Royal Enfield offers evocative and unintimidating modern
classic motorcycles, with timeless appeal. Royal Enfield's
first fully branded retail store in the United States will
soon be launched in Milwaukee that will retail its entire
product line-up of motorcycles and gear. Over the next 18
months we plan to launch several such stores in key metro-
politan areas across the US. We are also focusing on build-
ing a strong independent dealer network that will maxim-
ize our brand awareness and sales," said Rod Copes, Presi-
dent Royal Enfield North America.

In 2014, Royal Enfield sold more than 300,000 motorcy-
cles globally. Parent company, Eicher Motors Ltd., record-
ed its highest ever total revenue of $1.4 billion USD, with
large contributions from the Royal Enfield business unit.

About Royal Enfield

The oldest motorcycle company in continuous production,
Royal Enfield made its first motorcycle in 1901. With its
manufacturing base in Chennai, India, Royal Enfield is
able to grow its production rapidly against a surge in de-
mand for its motorcycles. With 50% growth every year for
the last 5 years, Royal Enfield is fast becoming a very im-
portant player in the global mid-sized motorcycle market
and is working towards re-inventing this space with motor-
cycles that are evocative and engaging and great fun to
ride.

Harley-Davidson to sell
-branded motorcycle
res

ichelin and Harley-
avidson announced an
eement to sell the
ichelin Scorcher, a co-
anded motorcycle tire

through all authorized Michelin and Harley-Davidson
dealers.

The Michelin Scorcher 11, the Michelin Scorcher 31 and
the Michelin Scorcher 32 tires, original equipment tires on
Harley-Davidson Sportster, Dyna, V-Rod and Harley-
Davidson Street motorcycles, are now available more
widely on the replacement market. These tire ranges previ-
ously were sold only through Harley-Davidson dealer-
ships.

The wider availability of these tires as a replacement op-
tion allows Harley-Davidson owners to benefit from the
outstanding grip, enhanced tread life, exceptional comfort
and precise handling of the Michelin Scorcher tires.

Michelin Scorcher tires are currently being shipped to
Michelin distributors and should be available shortly to all
authorized Michelin motorcycle tire dealers.

Real... or Amazing???

The following story was submitted for your review
by one of our members who traveled to Deadwood
this summer... It was there that the term ‘amazing’
was used on many occasions when things just didn’t
seem right. “That’s Amazing’ became the mantra and
was more socially acceptable than the usual ‘That’s
Bull....”

After reading the story, you can decide if it is Real or
‘Amazing’.

Praise the Lord an d place your bets...
I’ll take your money with no regrets!

BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS
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Annually we have the opportunity to either vote
to confirm a slate or to chose candidates for
our Board of Directors and our Executive Com-
mittee for the coming year. Annually, we veri-
fy our members who are eligible to vote and
who are eligible to run for office based on Club
participation, dues, GRASS attendance, com-
mittee service, etc, consistent with our Bylaws.

As we approach this key, and critical, Club
event all of us should be reminded of the im-
pact of our vote....

Ideally, with our vote we are continuing the
great legacy of Top Cats — Illinois into our 21st
year and selecting the best possible candidates
to run our Club consistent with our By Laws.
Ideally, each of us will cast our vote to select or
confirm candidates based on their proven per-
formance, dedication, and contributions to the
Club. Ideally, our selections will not be based
on personal friendships alone, animosity, or in
retaliation toward the Club, its leadership, or its
members.

When you find yourself faced with a selection
decision, simply look at your choices and deter-
mine 1.) Who has the best interest of the Club
at heart, 2.)Who has a proven record of dedica-
tion to the Club, 3.) Who has the experience for
that particular position and, 4.) If all else is a
tie, ask yourself who you see at every ride, eve-
ry meeting, every committee activity, every
Club event, and every charity ride. That should
help you decide.

NOMINATIONS. We have a wealth of eligi-
ble candidates this year and we are very fortu-
nate to have each incumbent accept a nomina-
tion for another term. The positions up for elec-
tion / reelection this year are:

Secretary
Two Directors

Eligibility for nomination includes; dues paid,
attend a combination of 5 meetings/events per
year, GRASS attended within the last 3 years,
service on the Board or on a committee. In ad-
dition to the incumbents, members eligible for
nomination to run for President, Vice President,
or director, subject to their acceptance will be
published after the 30 Oct due date for dues. At
that time we ask that nominations be received
by a serving Board member by 15 November
2015.

Please be cautious of candidates who violate
Club policy of no campaigning or who try to
influence voting. That kind of lack of integrity
will only result in a negative impact on one of
the finest Clubs in this area....Top Cats — Illi-
nois.

VOTING. To be eligible to vote...by 30 No-
vember each year each Top Cat must have been
a member in good standing for one year, attend
GRASS within the first year of membership
and within the past three years thereafter, and
attend a combination of 5 meetings/events per
year.

The Board can waive certain requirements on
an individual basis for unforeseen hardships or
circumstances.

Your Responsible Actions
Will Build A Strong Club!
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MINUTES

AuGUST 11, 2015

Alley 64
2001 N. Rand Rd, Palatine, lllinois

The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Mike Bradbury
President of Top Cats, Illinois.

The members were asked to stand and say The Pledge of Allegiance -

President: Mike Bradbury
Mike welcomed everyone and invited the group to open the meeting with stories or jokes that
would begin the night with a little levity. The group oblrged and the evening started with good
laughter among great friends.

Vice President: Ric Case
Ric reminded all the members to begin thinking of who they would like to see running the club as
the elections draw near. He reminded the membership that taking on the responsrblhty of the
club’s future is an important aspect of being a member.

Past President: Wayne Kirkpatrick
Wayne commented on the professionalism of our club and the ability of the members to understand
the importance of looking for the good of the club when nominating candidates for the election.

Secretary: Mary Kirkpatrick
Mary explained a new section that will be appearing in the ROAR and had two of the members re-
port on their research on Deadwood Characters.
The August Birthday and Anniversary dates were celebrated with cake.

Treasurer: Greg Ludwig
Greg reported that the club is financially sound and that all bills have been paid.

Safety Tip: Wayne Kirkpatrick
Wayne discussed the importance of hydration when riding in the hot weather. As riders travel in
heat, it is important to remain covered to keep moisture in the body and not evaporating off of
- uncovered skin. Also drinking plenty of liquids is essential in these kinds of conditions.

Director of Activities: Gene Rigsby

Gene reported on the rides that are coming up and asked that the members add tothe calendar for
the next two months.

Road Captain Bard Boand reported on the success of the Sturgis ride for 2015. He highlighted the
main events along the way and commended those who were on the trip on their riding skills as
well as their social interaction that created a good experience for everyone!

Mike also encouraged all of the members present to consider leading a ride. Jim Purcell stated his
intention of becoming a road captain soon.

The members discussed the possible rides that they would like to see the club do in the future.
Great ideas were brought to the table, but the important piece that is needed are ROAD CAP-
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Director of Products: Emil Kornecki

Membership
Emil recently traveled to Spain and found some people interested in joining Top Cats. He volunteered to
go back if all members would pitch in to buy the ticket. It was decided that we will wait until they
come to the United States to get them an application.
Products
Lisa reported that the Antigua shirts are still available. She took orders and they will be available within
the week.

Director of the Website: Jeff Tietz
Jeff was unable to attend tonight, but the membership was encouraged to enjoy and comment on the new
website.

New Business:

Wayne Kirkpatrick discussed the post-Sturgis ride. He highlighted the great riding skills that were evi-
dent in all of the riders that came along. The heat, the miles and the terrain created challenges that
were met by all! It built camaraderie as well as skills as the group supported each other in the rough-
er times and celebrated the accomplishments each night.

David Whiteside commended the ancillary variables that truly completed the ride. The GRASS class
that allowed all the riders:to know what to expect. Wayne and Bard planned the ride so well.
Mike’s efforts to make things happen even when he was in pain and Noelle’s ta11gunn1ng with her
van were all small things that had a BIG effect on the success of the ride.

Rox Adonis also commented on the level of camaraderie that was built along the way. He stated that he
watched as the club got closer as the miles accumulated... All agreed.

Mike Bradbury and Lisa Purcell highlighted the exceptional riding experience that people have when rid-
ing with Top Cats. The formation, the safety, as well as the good spirits are second to none!

The 50/50 raffle was pulled by Genie Stevenson and Ric Case won $20.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35

President’s Perspective, Continued... | Our annual elections for open positions for officers and directors is
coming up in November. See my other article in this edition of the
Roar for the specifics of what positions we need to fill, our club re-
quirements consistent with our by-laws and all the other specifics pertaining to this important process.

It still not too late learn to be a Road Captain, for existing Road Captains (RCs) and SRC’s to lead a ride or
for members to host an event. All it takes is an idea and
willingness to share it and the gumption to organize some-
Be Sure to Check out the thing and oila! You got something

new : .we all can do and praise you for
later. Come on, step up and give it

a try!
Let’s Roar!!!

Top Cats.org
Ride Safe!

Website Mike Bradbury
President

Top Cats - Illinois

It is a beautiful thing!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 18TH, 2014

Alley 64
2001 N. Rand Rd, Palatine, lllinois

Present: Mike Bradbury, Ric Case, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Mary Kirkpatrick, Gene
Rigsby, and Emil Kornecki
_ Excused: Jeff Tietz, Greg Ludwig
President: Mike Bradbury
e Mike called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. He opened by speaking to the board concerning his view
of the Club Status. He would like to capitalize on the Sturgis energy and build rides and other events
that will continue to build the camaraderie and friendships.

General Meeting Speaker Ideas included:

Jurgen Lutz from Germany could speak on the European standards for motorcycles

Judy Kaenel of Dukane Abate would update the club on the new policies that are and will be on the leg-

islative docket in Illinois.

e 2016 Open Board Positions include the Secretary and Treasurer and 3 directors. - The present members
who hold those positions were polled to see if they would like to continue to serve. Emil Kornecki has
agreed to run again for the membership Director. Mary Kirkpatrick will step down in order to allow
others within the club to have a way to become more involved. The positions, making changes in direc-
tor responsibilities and other possible members who may want to serve on the board were discussed.

e Mike will create a notice to the membership asking them to consider serving on the board to become
part of the driving forces that will lead the club into the future.

« Mike will be leaving town at the beginning of September and will not be able to be at our general meet-

ing. Ric Case will take the meeting.

U

Vice President: Ric Case
e Ric Case discussed the Road Captain Status and identified 4 members who are interested in becoming

Road Captains.

e Ric Case also commented on the last GRASS class and stated that the class went more quickly and effi-
ciently.

e Wayne Kirkpatrick mentioned the difficulty of using the bullet points that were a part of the presenta-
tion. : : : :

o Discussion followed that identified the areas that will be needed to addressed before the next class.

Past President: Wayne Kirkpatrick

o Bill Yates has been hospitalized on and off with major health issues. Wayne proposed that the club send
flowers for his next scheduled surgery. Ric Case was the 2. All agreed. September 15" is the date.

e The dues schedule for the next year needs to be clarified. There have been a few suggestions about the
2016 dues structure. One idea suggested would add the registration for the Charity event as well. A
motion was made by Emil that we keep the same fee structure as last year. Ric Case was the 2™, All
agreed. .

e 2016 Dues: $75 single/ $130 family

®  Continued on pg 11)
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Activities: Gene Rigsby

o Day rides are still needed for the next two months. Genie Stevenson was tasked
with checking with members for RCs and ideas.

o Gene reviewed the rides and events for the next two months.

e The point system was discussed and length of ride will determine the number of points.

Board Meeting, Continued

ROAR: Mary Kirkpatrick
e Discussion was held on ideas that could make the September Edition very commemorative of the 20"
Anniversary of the club which was chartered on September 2", 1995.

Membership: Emil Kornecki

e No new candidates at this time

e The board discussed ways of generating membership solicitation ideas. The idea of a communication
director who would develop ideas that could be used to identify new members.

Treasurer: Greg Ludwig

e Greg was unable to attend tonight.

e Mike will task Greg with sending out the invoices by September 15", 2015.

o The account balances were not available at this time. Greg will be contacted and the numbers will be
sent out to the board.

Safety: Ric Case
GRASS
Don DeLordo has 1ndlcated that he would llke to teach GRASS

Website: Mike Bradbury

e [t was discussed that the board members and directors should be identified on the website.

e A page needs to be added that will allow members to order Top Cats products. A vendor needs to be
identified that can be used to sell products

Maintenance is needed by a member and candidates were identified. Gene Rigsby will approach those pos-
sible candidates and ask about their interest.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:55 by Mike Bradbury

September
Celebrations!

Let us know your important dates
so we can celebrate with you!!

4th - Wayne and Mary
11th - Mary Kirkpatrick Kirkpatrick

SEPTEMBER, 2015
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Buy, Sell, Trade....

e best way to ensure good quality at fair prices!

1970 Triumph Bonneville T120R

Immaculate and 99% original, iconic Triumph Bonne-
ville, 650cc. Restored engine with 4+ hours on it. 4,900
original miles. New period paint, original parts with no
upgrades, Perfect condition and ready to roll. $7,500.
Contact Traveler: wkirkpa177@aol.com

1993 Harley Davidson XL Sportster.

883cc. VERY clean and fast. 10,000 miles. Custom
paint, engine upgrades, S&S Super E -carburetor,
windscreen, passenger seat and backrest. Good tires,
major service performed. Ready to roll. $3,600. Con-
tact Traveler: wkirkpa177@aol.com

1985 Honda Rebel CMX 250

7,500 miles, Custom Saddle bags by
Kelly’s Leathers. Low, easy — to — ride
bike with 27" seat height. 50 mpg+.
$1, 500._Contact Stef Levy
stefanlevysearch@gmail.com

1998 Harley Davidson Road King

Classic
Old reliable. Great over the road bike.
1340 cc fuel — injected Evo engine.

Leather covered, classic saddlebags.
Many new parts, fresh engine overhaul,
good condition all around. $6,800._Con-
tact Traveler: wkirkpa177@aol.com

One More
on page
17...
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ToOP CATS OF ILLINOIS
TOP CATS BUSINESS MART

BUSINESSES OWNED AND/OR MANAGED BY TopP CATS MEMBERS

2003 Harley Davidson V Rod

Immaculate VROD well maintained. Deep
red with ghost flames. Ready to ride with
only 4,000 miles on it. This bike needs
nothing but a tank of fuel and a good rider.
$7,000.  Contact  Traveler:  wkirk-
pal77@aol.com

CHASE &

Lisa A. Purcell JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
Mortgage Banker Home Lending

1289 South Rand Road

Lake Zurich, IL 60047

Telephone: 847 726 4418
Facsimile: 866 3853906 °
m/ Cellular: 847 857 0913

lisa.a.purcell@chase.com

pIZZA, BABYBACK Rig
CHICKEN,PASTA
SALADS, SANDWICHES

FOR DELIVERY CALL
847.462.9423
ORDER ONLINE

JIMANOS.COM
700 NORTHWEST HWY LET US CATER YOUR NEXT
FOX RIVER GROVE IL EVENT
60012
JIM PURCELL

OWNER
CELL 847.867.7160

BOOKMYGROUP
GSTEVENSON@BOOKMYGROUP.COM GENIE STEVENSON
DIRECTOR, SALES &
630.443.1746 PARTNERSHIP
630.842.9529 CrL
630.443.1747 FAX 5N430 HIDDEN SPRINGS DR.
877.664.0137 TolL FREE ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS 60175
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Support the TOP CATS Patrons

. HARLEY - c_)_Avu?;%

WV ILD EIRE ™ CrviLimiTS

'HARUEY.DAVIDSONE %" “HARLEY-DAVIDSON"

Membership Has Its Privileges!

All suppliers and vendors who support the Top Cats by providing discounts to Top Cats members will be listed in
ROAR.

HELP WANTED
WEBSITE EDITOR

The Top Cats Board of Directors is looking for an
enterprising and creative individual to assume re-
sponsibility for coordinating the content on our soon-
to-be upgraded website. No ‘technical” website expe-
rience is required.

The primary responsibility will be to work with the
webmaster and various individuals who ‘own’ cer-
tain areas of the website to ensure our content is
fresh and inviting as well as come up with ideas for
additional content and enhancements to the site to
bring more value to our members.

For more information contact any board member or
Richard Flynn
RichFlynnJr@aol.com

Top Cats Historian

The Top Cars Board is booldng for a member o
become official historian for the club.

Over the next year we want o creare a written and
oral history of our club that we can share with
existing, mew, and porential members,

The club mrox 15 in 2010, Many of owr kgacy
members have or will be moving on. We want to
capture their and athers’ stories af our humble
beginnings as well as favorite tales of the road.

If you have s inrerest in becoming Top Cans
Historian or being a part of this activity please
contact Dﬂll.':lg. I'Lﬁnnb-l.) Dangherty a1t
wombatge dpdougherty.com
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RIDES & EVENTS

Date Ride/Event Location Destination Time Leader

Tuesday,é;aptember General Meeting Alley 64 7:30 pm Bradbury

Tuesday, October 13th| Board Meeting Alley 64 7:30 pm Bradbury

All ride and event information along with the Photo Gallery can be found at
www.TopCats.org.

Barrington Library

Location and Hours
505 N. Northwest Highway
Barrington, IL 60010

847-382-1300
balibrary.org

See the Top Cats Archive
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Topr CATS OF ILLINOIS is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. Members consist
of responsible Leaders, Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Proprietors, Partners, principals, CEQO’s, and
other ‘Top Cats’ of large, medium and small organizations, institutions, and companies.

For more information about the Top Cats visit our website at www.TOPCATS.org

. Gene Rigsby-
. Michael Bradbury A . .
President bradbundy@comecast.net Activities gene.rigsby@gmail.com
Vice Ric Case . Open
President Riccase@Comcast.net Archives
Treasurer Greg Ludwig ] Noelle Rigsby
GLCardo@gmail.com Charity genoe88@gmail.com
Mary Kirkpatrick Greg Smith
Secretary i Membershi
mawalters57 @gmail.net p Vethog@wowway.com
Past Wayne Kirkpatrick Mike Bradbury
President wkirkpa177@aol.com Awards bradbundy@comcast.net
Director OPEN Ric Case
Safety Riccase@Comcast.net
. Emil Kornecki . Rich Flynn
Director EKornecki@wmbIair.com Website Richﬂynnjr@aol,com
Direct Gene Rigsby- Lisa Purcell
irector gene.rigsby@gmail.com Products lapurcell128@gmail.com
. Jeff Tietz Jim Purcell
Director JAT5070@gmail.com SGTatAmms  Jpurcell333@gmail.com
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Founder 1941-2001
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Mary Kirkpatrick
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Mary Kirkpatrick
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Publisher

Executive & Wayne Kirkpatrick
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ROAR is the official publication of the TOP CATS OF ILLINOIS

and is published on the 1st of each month.

The content and opinions expressed in articles are those of the

authors and not necessarily those of Top CATS OF ILLINOIS

For questions or to submit comments or articles for publication, contact the editors at
ROAR@TOPCATS.org
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